NOTHING PERSONAL:
AN AFTERNOON WITH THE DARK ROOM COLLECTIVE

12:00pm Panel moderated by Rochelle Spencer
2:00pm Readers (Bryant, Keene, Strange, Jackson)
3:45pm Band (Janice Lowe)

4:30pm Readers (Ellis, Smith, Trethewey)

Tisa Bryant is Critical Studies Faculty and Co-Director for Equity and Diversity at California
Institute of the Arts. She is the author of a collection of hybrid essays, Unexplained Presence (2007),
and co-editor of War Diaries (2010).

Thomas Sayers Ellis co-founded The Dark Room ¢ ‘ollective in 1989. His books of poetry include
Skin Inc. (2010) and Maverick Room (2004). He is Assistant Professor of Creative Writing at
Sarah Lawrence College.

Major Jackson is a poct whose books are Holding Company (2010), Hoops (2006), and Learing Saturn
(2002), which won the Cave Canem Poetry Prize. He is the Richard Dennis Green and Gold
Professor at University of Vermont and a core faculty member of the Bennington Writing Seminars.

John Keene is Associate Professor in the Department of African American and A frican Studies and
the Department of English at Rurtgers University. His books include Seismasis (2006) and
Annotations (1995). His translation of Hilda Hilse’s Letters from a Seducer is forthcoming.

Janice Lowe is a poer, composer and performer. Her works for musical theatre include . omewhere in
Texas, il Budda, and Sit-in at the Five ¢ Dime.

Tracy K. Smith is Assistant Professor of Creative Writing in the Lewis Center for the Arts at
Princeton University. Her three books of poetry are Life on Mars (2011), which reccived the Pulitzer
Prize; Duende (2007), recipient of the James Laughlin Award; and The Body's Question (2003).

Rochelle Spencer is a poet and cducator. She teaches in the English Department of LaGuardia
Community College.

Sharan Strange co-founded the Dark Room Collective in 1989. Her first book of poetry, Ash
(2001), won the Barnard Women Poets Prize. She teaches in the English Department of Spelman
College.

Natasha Trethewey is the current Poer Laureate of the United States. Her books
include Thrall (2012) and Native Guard (2006), which won the Pulitzer Prize. She is the
Robert W. Woodruff Professor of English and Creative Writing at Emory University,
where she directs the Creative Writing Program.
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Poets House Membership begins at as little as $50 a year, and our M bers receive free admission to our programs and a

variety of other perks. You can join online at poetshouse.org, or contact Krista Manrique in our Development Department
at (212) 431-7930, ext. 2830 or krista@poetshouse.org. Krista would also be delighted to answer your questions about
contributing to Poets House in other ways, including corporate giving and naming opportunities.

(TATIONS, THE FOLLOWING ACKNOWLEDGES ONLY GIFIS MADE 5 LAST YEAR.
AL THANK YOU TO DEBORAH S. PEASE FOR HE 'RAORDINARY SUPPORT OF POETS HOUSE
THROUGHOUT THE LIFE OF THE ORGANIZATION.

We salute those individuals and foundations whose recent g leadership d ions have enabled the growth of Poets

House: Penny & John Barr * Thomas M. & Kate Cheney Chappell * Robest Kissanc * Deborah S. Pease * Myra & Harold Shapiro *
Margo & Anthony Viscusi * The J. M. Kaplan Fund * Leon Levy Foundation * The Reed Found * The T Foundati

Poets House programs, services and capital project are made possible, in part, with public funds from: Battery Park City
Authority * of M & Library Services * National Endowment for the Arts * National End for the H ities *
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs « New York State Council on the Arts  The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
Additional support comes from the following donors: Foundations: Lily Auchincloss Foundation * Axe Houghton Found .
Bloomberg Philanthropies * Bydale Found « The Concordia Foundation * Comelia Bessie Foundation * The Dedalus Foundation
* Mrs. Giles Whiting Foundation * The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation * The G h Collection * The Howard Bayne Fund *
The Jerome Foundation * Lannan Foundation * LitTap * Lower Manhattan Cultural Council * Mad Rose Foundation * Poetry
Foundation * Ralph Ogden Found * The St Fairchild Foundation * Stavros Niarchos Foundation * Turrell Fund * The
Vervane Foundation * The Walbridge Fund * The Whistler Trust * The William Bingham Foundation * The Winston Foundation
Corporations: American Express Foundation * Berkshire Capital * Con Edison * Debevoise & Plimpton * Gold Sachs * Kramer
Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP » Merck Partnership for Giving * O, The Oprah Magazine * Sullvan & Cromwell LLP * Tutor.com
Individuals: Roger Alcaly & Helen Bodian + Thomas Amon * Anne Newman Bacal & Jules Bacal * Susan Baker & Michael Lynch *
Ellen Ivey Bates * Jutta & Hans Bertram-Nothnagel « Emest & Rita Bogen * Louise Braverman & Steven Glickel * Fred & Rebecca
Briccetti » Lee Briccetti * Bobbie Bristol & Galway Kinnell * Karen Buskhardt « Marilyn Callander ¢ Frances Castan Peter Caws * Jane
& Ivan Chermayeff * George Cigale * Ginnie Cooper * Mary Cronson * Joan Davidson * Pierre & Ellen De Saint Phalle * Pierre &
Ellen De Vegh * Anne E. Delaney * Frederick Doner & Michele Oka Doner * Mark Doty * Linda Earle * Prscilla & A. Whitney
Ellsworth * Noah Falck & Sherri Wierzba » Cheri Fein * Merlin Fisk * Silas & Vicki Ford * Fredericka Foster & Bennctt Shapiro *
Lorraine Gallard & Richard H. Levy * Martha Gallo * Johanna & Leslie Garfield « Marilyn Gelber ¢ Elisa Gerarden * Pamela Gillman *
Barbara Goldsmith * Martin Gémez * Myrna & Larry Goodman * Alison Granucci * David & Joan Grubin * Lee Gruzen * Jim & Enca
[Haba * William Hass » Tom Healy & Fred Hochberg * Robert Herrmann * William Higgins * Edward Hirsch * Jerry Hong * Helen &
Frank Houghton * Mary-Beth Hughes & Duke Beeson * Thomas Campbell Jackson & Penay Brandt Jackson * J. Chester Johnson * T.
Michael Johnson & Kate Johnson ¢ Elizabeth Kandall + Karen Karpowich * Wendy Keys & Donald Pels « William Kistler * Renee
Knight * Robin Lander * Wendy Larsen * Clara & Bevis Longstreth * Susan Lorence * Rosemary Mathews * K. Ann McDonald * Bruce
& Christina McEver * Joha Mendelsohn * Josephine A. Merck & James Stevenson * Paul Mersill * Jim & Agnes Metzger * John
Morning * Elizabeth Motika * Richard Motika & Jerrie Whitfield * William James Mureay © Donald Newmark * Linda Nochlin * Susan
Oliver » Donald & Patricia Otesman * James & Mary Ottaway * Thomas Palmer & Dominique Alfandre * Antonio Perez/Borough of
Manharttan Community College * Frederick & Alexandra Peters * Lin Peyton & Morris Hancock * Carole Pittelman « Frank & Judy
Platt » Nicholas & Sheila Platt * Richard Platt » Roger Platt * Nicholas F. Porrer » Warrie & Warfield Price + Anna Rabinowtz * Harold
Reed * Theresa Marie Reilly * Charles & Marcia Reiss * Frederic C. Rich * Lillie Robertson * Charles Roemer * Theodore C. Rogers &
Betsy Barlow Rogers * Paul Romero * Joanna & Danicl Rose * Stewart Rosenblum Neal Rosenthal & Kerry Madigan * Ruth & Alfred
Rosenthal * Tony Sanders * Susan Schlecter * Steven Schrader * Richard & Sheila Schwartz * Laura Baudo & Robert F.X. Sillerman «
Michael Sillerman + Susan Sindall & Peter Schickele » Ward & Carolyn Smith * Gregory Solak * Henry Solan * Andsé Spears & Anne
Rosen * Dana Stangel-Plowe & Jonathan Plowe * Jamie Steen * Peter Stem & Helen W. Drutt English © Mr. & Mrs. James Stevens ©
Catharine Stimpson * Nina Sundell * Alan Tusner * John & Eva Usdan * Enzo & Mayalen Viscusi * Jennifer Wheary « Robert J. Wilk +
Catherine Woodard * Annie Wright * Barbara & Charles Wright * Kevin Young * Anonymous (3) Special thanks to our more than

1,000 membess!
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